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ANITA

Anita had its inception in mid-July
within the monsoon trough which was enhanced
by cross equatorial flow at low levels.
Three distinct surface circulation centers
were evident on the 20th: one in the South
China Sea which developed into Tropical Storm
Violet; and two in the Philippine Sea which
eventually became Tropical Storm Wilda and
Typhoon Anita.

As early as the 18th, the weak circula-
tion, which eventually developed into Anita,
was tracked by satellite. Initially the
disturbance moved slowly westward along the
southern edge of the mid-tropospheric
subtropical ridge, but by the 20th a break
had developed in the ridge near 135E and
extended northward to Japan. At the same
time, a high pressure center was building
northwestward from its center location over
Mindanao, forcing a wedge between the
disturbance located in the South China Sea
and those in the Philippine Sea. In response
to this ridging, the disturbance which would
become Anita reversed course on the 21st and
began to head eastward.

The synoptic pattern at the 200 mb level
from the 18th through the 20th found the
Tropical Upper Tropospheric Trough (TUTT)
positioned just north of the disturbances in
the Philippine Sea. The flow around the
trough initially suppressed the upper level
outflow from the disturbances, however, by
the 21st the trough began to recede north-
ward, relieving the pressure. Midway
through the 21st, a cyclonic cell within the
TUTT moved into a position favorable to
enhance the outflow of the disturbance which
became Wilds, and duplicated this mechanism
24 hours later for Anita. On the 22nd, Wilda
and Anita were developing simultaneously.
They attained tropical depression character-

istics at 06002 and 12002, respectively. By
12002 Wilds had accelerated northward along
the western side of the subtropical ridge,
allowing Anita to develop independently at an
accelerated pace. By 18002 Anita had attained
tropical storm intensity, and began to move
through the weakness left by Wilds.

As Anita continued to intensify, the
size of the storm remained relatively small.
Aircraft reconnaissance on the 23rd found only
a narrow band of strong winds near the storm
center. As Anita progressed northward through
the weakness, it continued to intensify,
reaching a peak of 65 kt and a minimum sea
level pressure near 979 mb at 12002 on the
23rd. The NOAA-4 satellite picture at 12072
on the 23rd (Fig. 4-25) caught Anita at its
peak intensity with a ragged eye discernible
between two interlocking convective bands.

About the time Anita attained typhoon
intensity, it also began to accelerate north-
ward on .a‘path similar to that taken by Wilds.
With this acceleration, Anita was again thrust
under the influence of unidirectional shearing.
This suppressed Anita’s outflow and contributed
to loss of vertical stacking. The shear
persisted for the duration of Anita’s life,
forcing the system to weaken almost as fast as

it had developed. Anita’s typhoon intensity
lasted only 12 hours. Satellite data at 22142
on the 23rd indicated that the storm had lost
most of its hard core convection (Fig.‘4-26).
ThuS , Anita was downgraded to a tropical
storm at 00002 on the 24th. As the system
sped northward at 20 kt, it continued to
weaken crossing western Kyushu late on the
24th with minimal tropical storm intensity.
On the 25th, the remains of Anita entered
the Sea of Japan and became extratropical at

0600z while moving northward at 14 kt.

FIGURE 4-25. Inueh.tedindaaaed pho.togzaph
of Typhoon An.Lta(might] at peak .intenb.ity
3b0 nm Aou.theabz o{ Kadena AB, Okinawa. At

.f-ed2 TJLopicaL.Mohm V.io-?et appmoacheA the
China coabi, 23 July 1976, 12092.
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FIGURE 4-26. AnLZa at 60 kt intenbity 270 nm
Cabf 04 Kadena AB, Okinawa, 23 July 1976,
‘Z214Z. [UMSP imagetql
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